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An Enquiry into the Scripture- Doctrine con- 
cerning the Duration of Future Puniſhment : 
in which the Texts of the New Teſtament, 
relating to this Subject, are conſidered; and 
the Doctrine, drawn from them alone; is 
ſhewn to be conſiſtent with Reaſon. Oc- 
caſion d by ſome late Writings, and parti- 


cularly Mr. Wh:ſton's Diſcourſe of Hell- Tor- 
RS. | 
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ll Scripture 45 given 5 1 1 0 yt 
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g for Reproof, for Correction, Ne, In- 
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to which theſe Words direct ys; is 
evident from. the Neceſſity of Di- 
vine Inſpiration, to give a proper 
ſeight and Authority to the Records of our 
ly Religion. Fer ſuppoſing it to be proved 
bat there really is a Revelation given by God 
Mankind, there is ſtill a Queſtion to be ſa- 
fied, vi. Where is this Revelation to be 
bund 2 And if in anſwer to This, Men be re- 
red (as they maſt be referred) to the Scrip- 
res; it may {till farther be demanded, What 
xcurity have we, that theſe Scriptures them- 
yes are free from Errour? If we ſay, "he 
A e 
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1 
the Apoſtle, that all Scripture # given by In 
ſpiration of God, one wou'd think that whe 
this Point was once clear, nothing farthe 
wou d be expected. He is equally exempt fro 
the poſſibility of Deceiving, and of being De 
ceived; and his Word, like himſelf, is Ligh 
and Truth, 'and in It is no Falſhood, or Er 
ror at Ml. 

But we ſeem not to receive the ſue com 
pleat Satisfaction, as to this point, if we ar 
only told, that ſome Part indeed of the Scrip 
ture, (as Prophecies and certain Doctrines, 
muſt be inſpired ; but as for other Parts, cor 


fiſting of Hiſtory or Morals, there is no Need ' 
and no Evidence of Inſpiration: In oneCaſe an. 
Men wrote with great Faithfulneſs, in the other FF 
with a pious Intention. 


This Account of the Inſpiration of the Hol 
ly Scripture ſeems in great meaſure to deftro) 
what before had been built up; the Enquire 
is left to fluctuate in Uncertainty ; the fa 
Volumes will loſe much of their veneratiou 
the Church of God, which is built upon 1 
Foundation of the Apoſtles and Prophets, Teſt 

Chriſt himſelf being the chief Corner-Stone*, v 
'be ſorely ſnaken; and every profane Rand wi 
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« Epheſ. II. 20. 
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"2 BEA 
e encouraged to take away piece after piece, 
ll (to ſpeak in Alluſion to the Fate of the 
material Temple,) there * not be left one 
done upon another. 

The Revival of theſe notions A this 
ubject as ſeaſonable, as it is important; and 
iough nothing nem upon it will be expected 
this learned Audience, yet I truſt their 
andour will indulge me, while I remind them 
the old approved Arguments, at a time 
ien others are not aſhamed to revive the old 
wloded Objections. I propole therefore, 


Firſt, To enquire into the Meaning of theſe 
Words of the Apoſtle ; — 


: | And then to aſſert and 5 the Dodrins 
delivered in them. 


Jo one, I believe, that reads St. Paul 8 
cds without a Comment, will eaſily miſtake 
ir meaning; or make any Doubt, but that 
here aſſerts the compleat Inſpiration of the 
Wl Teſtament at leaſt, as it was that Part of 
tipture which Timothy had known from a Child. 
e Holy Scriptures, or the Scripture, in the 
uth of a Few, or (what is much the ſame) 
one educated in the Few's Religzon, and who 


« Matt, XXIV. 2. 


had 


151 
he Purpoſes hereafter mentioned. This In- 
erpretation, however, does ſome violence 
oth to the words, and to the Senſe. nas 
4401, in all probability, ſigniſies, collectively, 
he whole Body of ſacred Ape and nu- 
nerous Inſtances might be produced out of 
the New Teſtament, where az has this figni- 
nfication, and is of the: ſame Import with avs. 
However, if it ſnould here be underſtood diſ- 
ributively, it is fall aſſerted that every Scrip- 
ure, that is, every part of Scripture, is di- 
ſinely inſpired: Though. it is pot ſo eaſy to 
comprebend, how every Part of Scripture, 
ingly and by itſelf, is alſo profitable for Doc- 
vine, for Reproof, for correction, for Inſtruftion 
in Righteouſneſs, ''This' is a Character, which 
the whole Syſtem of the ſacred Writings de- 
ſerve; and by all of them together theſe Ends 
re ſafficiently anſwered: But that every part 
lone is of ſuch univerſal Uſe, is ſingly able to 
jerfet the man of God, and throughly to furniſh 
him wnto all god works, is a point neither 
dear in itſelf, nor eaſy to be proved. 79 

If to ayoid this Difficulty it be faid, that 
the meaning is, that all Scripture that is di- 
rinely inſpired, be it more or lels, is, taken 
all together, profitable for thele:puipoſes; it 
is to be farther obſerved, (and it is the main 
obſer- 


(61 | 
obſervation. of all,) that the Text will not 2 
mit of this Rendring. For the words are t 
, yeaOn Wimmgs, M Dνναννẽẽp & c. as if in 
eg was part of the Sub je; But m ννegtñ 
mv52%5 Kgj aPinues, &c. Where the Conjunc 
tive Particle is an effectual Barrier againſt this 
ſenſe, and plainly ſhews that Jz:a7was and di- 
fees are equally predicated of the Scriptuite 
But this meaning will be more readily admit 
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ted, when the Proof is made out; and that * 
fore I may proceed, = FI 


Secondly, To aſſert and prove this Dod here 
of the Compleat e e of the Hoh ite 
Scriptures. Nec 


2 
y thy 


rt th 


Only it may be 8 firſt, has the 
Controverſy here is not with Infidels, who de 
ny all Inſpiration whatſoever, but with Thoſe 


who deny, or doubt of, the Inſpiration 01 Tu 
ſome parts only of Scripture : The Debate ind t 
not about the Being or Reality of Inſpiration, 
but the Extent of it. Secondly, the Point w | Mt 


ſerted is, that the writings of the Old a 
New Teſtament were, all of them, given þ 
Inſpiration of God; not that the writers them 
ſelves were, at all times, and in all the Ac 
tions of their Lives, abſolutely exempt eithe 
from Error, or Sin. Any Defects therefore 

either 


174 
ether in their Conduct, or their Knowledge, 
pon other Occaſions, are nothing to the par. 
ſe. Thirdly, It is not intended, becauſe it 
not neceſfary, to plead for a verbal Inſpi- 
W:tion, or for the ſame Degree of Inſpiration 
"Yo all Caſes ; but only that they were conduc- 
ed by ſome extraordinary Direction and Aſ 
itance, which enabled them always, without 
anger of Miſtake or Error, to anſwer the 
Ends deſigned to be promoted by them. 
Scripture 1s a miſcellaneous Compoſition ; 
here are in it Prophecies, and Doctrines, and 
Hiſtory, and Morals. The Inſpiration of Pro- 
hecy is allowed. St. Peter fays- plainly that 
rophecy came not in old time, (or at any time, 
the will of man; but holy men of God ſhake 
they were moved by the Holy Ghoſt . It has 
metimes been pretended, that theſe words 
f St, Peter are an Explanation of our Text ; 
d that all the Scripture meant by St. Paul, 
only the Prophecy of the Scripture, which St. 
eter ſays was not of the private Motion, or 
erſonal Knowledge, of the Prophet's own 
ind, but proceeded originally from the Holy 
hem bolt. But this point likewiſe is given up by 
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4 2 Pet. I. 21. 
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the Writer] have now in view*; who cc 
that there is another part of Seripturei b 
the Prophetick, which muſt, neceſſarily bei 
ſpired; and that is the Part which contair 14 

certain Doctrines, and Commands, or In» 
4 junctions, which Reaſon could not trace out 
« but which when revealed appear to be per 
« fe&ly. agreeable to Reaſon,” By Command: 
or In junctions, he cannot here be uppen | 
mean thoſe which relate to Morality, been 
his avowed- Principle is, that all Morality-ma 
be known by natural Reaſon; and that Re 
velation is not at all neceſſary to fix a. N 
of Morality. Whether therefore he it 
the Two poſitive Inſtitutions of Chriſtianit) 
or whatever elſe his meaning. may be, Th 
{cems plain enough, that he does not this 
the Moral; any more than the H:ftorical, par Nous 
of Scripture were given by Inſpiration f God 
« An honeſt Man,” ſays. he*, *may demand 
proof, that moral Truths, and Hiſtoric 
te Facts, are the immediate Eſſect of Inſp 
cc ration. The point therefore between 
reduced to this, whether the Hiſtories, aud 
Morals of the Scripture, were given by Juſk 
ration? 


4 The Author of the Principles and Connexion of Natural and 
vealed Religion: See page 121, 122. See p. 118, 


Th 
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That the Moral part of Scripture was in- 
pired, ſeems evident, in the firſt place, from 
in Mie Text: All Scripture, ſays the Apoſtle, was 
inen by Inſpiration of God, and u profitable for 
Dotrine, for Reproof, for Correction, for Inſtruc- 
on in Righteouſneſs ; where Interpreters both 
\ncient and Modern underſtand the whole 
ompaſs both of Faith and Practice, referring 
he two firſt to Error, or Truth, of Doctrine, 
nd the two laſt to Vitiouſneſs, or Integrity, 
Life. But determine as you pleaſe as ta 
ie Exactneſs of this Diſtinction, it is plain 
ie Apoſtle ſets the Moral Scriptures upon the 
me Foot with the Doctrinal, and ſtamps 
em equally with the ſame Character of Di- 
ne Inſpiration. The Man of God (whether 
at ſignifies the able Miniſter, or only the 
ious Chriſtian, ) cannot be perfe by Faith 
ly; nor can the Speculative, excluſive of the 
loral, Doctrines of Scripture, 'throughly fur- 
% him nto all good Works. But this Point 
ed not be reſted upon the Authority of this 
ſage alone; it will appear from many Con- 
derations of Reaſon, and from many other 
authorities of Scripture. 
The great Uſefulneſs of Moral Doctrine, 
And its vaſt Importance to Mankind, will not 
4e queſtioned. The End of the Commandment 


Th 3 10 
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L 10 ] 
s Charity*; the End of all teaching, of all In- car 
ſtruction, of all Revelation itſelf, by this Au · Maart 
thor's own Account ?, is virtuous Practice, Sup- {cr 
poſe a Syſtem of Doctrines revealed from Hea-W'nt 
ven, and a long Series of Prophecy given by 
Inſpiration of God ; what purpoſe do they 
ſerve? And what End were they deſigned to 
promote? They were not given for their own 
Sake, for the Sake only of being given; fay 
then they were given for the Intereſt of true 
Religion. But what is true Religion without. 
true Virtue? This is the great End of all 
God's Dealings with Mankind; the great De 
ſign of that laſt and beſt Diſpenſation of t 
Goſpel, which 1s that Grace of God that bring 
eth Salvation, teaching us, that denying Ungod 
lineſs and worldly luſts, we ſhould live ſoberly 
righteouſly, and godly in this preſent Horldꝰ 
Is it then reaſonable to ſuppoſe, that leſs 
ſhould be taken of the End, than of the Means 
Can we imagine, that when a Rule of Faith ie 1 
revealed by Divine Wiſdom, a Rule of Lita" 
(of equal Importance at leaſt,) ſhould be left 
entirely to the Diſcoveries, or the Deductions 
of Human Reaſon? Shall a Prophet be ſent 
From God, in an extraordinary manner, to de 


4 1 Tim. I. 3. b See p. 25 4+ c Tit, II. 11, 13. 
| clare 


S;2 


dare his Will on ſpecial Emergencies, and on 
particular Occaſions? And ſhall it ſeem a thing 
credible with you, that Prophets ſhould be 
ent to declare that whole Will of God, which 
of univerſal Uſe and Concernment, which is 
he ſtanding Law and Rule of Life, and which 
o know and to practiſe is the perfection of 
fuman Nature? 

There ſeems to be Something in this way 
f reaſoning, which cannot well be eyaded, 
ut by ſaying that Inſpiration, which is neceſ- 
ry in one Cale, is needleſs in the other. Pro- 
tches, and Doctrines of pure Revelation, 
uſt come from God in this extraordinary 
nner; but Morality, if it be important, is 
lo ealy; is founded in Truth and Nature, 
y be traced out by Reaſon, is commonly 
Wown, and what God has given us ſufficient 
Neers ourſelves to Uiſcover: And it is net- 
t uſual, nor neceſſary, for God to inter- 
ſe in Caſes, for which he has, in his ordi- 
Providence, ſufficiently provided. 

The Foundation of this Reaſoning proceeds 
n a Maxim which, as it is often applied, is 
ſeniſſed for nothing. It is not neceſſary, you ſay, 
0 de it God ſhould give us Rules of — by 


Compare Pages 117 and 127. 
way 
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way of Inſpiration. And what then? If it be 
not neceſſary, it may be ſerviceable, it may bi 
beneficial, to his Creatures. And does God de 
nothing but what is neceſſary? Is this an a 
miable Idea of the Sovereign Goodneſs ? Thi 
which ſeems rather derived from the Condud 
of indigent and frugal Mortals, than to ſu 
with the exuberant Beneficence and Riches « 
the Divine Nature? And what Inſtance is the! 
of any thing, pertaining to Life and Godlineſs 
in which God has not done much more th: 
was neceſſary, even abundantly more than 
could either act, or think ®? 


But if this ſhould go for nothing, it is fa 70 
ther to be obſerved, that it might be necefjj ble 
ry, (neceſſary for ſome purpoſes, though n{\ev 
For others,) that the Moral parts of Scriptuſſ to h 
ſhould be given by Inſpiration. In this wiWown 
there is an Authority ſtampt upon them, whiWthis 
otherwiſe they would want e. There are H It 
two ways of teaching Morality to any coi been 
derable purpoſe; it muſt be done in the wiplea 
of Authority, or by Demonſtration, It is plaicove 


that how capable ſoever Morality may be in 
ſelf of roy 1/0 it is not demonſtra . 4 


Dr. 

: Dean 

1 N. b Epheſ. III. 20. c See the Lord Biſhogl fence 0; 
e and - wuentty's Charge to his Clergy in 1738 and 173M II. 


L 23 ] 
n Scripture. If then you take away that Di- 
ine Authority on which it is ſuppoſed to ſtand, 
d@vhat Elſe do you leave to ſupport it? What 
eight or Influence will the Moral Precepts of 
iche Bible have, if once they come to be conſi- 
Wicred only in this Light, as ſo many moral 
Sentences of Wiſe Men? Would the Ten Com- 
nandments, for Inſtance, be equally regard- 
ed, and ſo effectually engage our Obedience 
to them, if they were ſuppoſed to be the 
Words only of a Man wholly uninſpired ? Yet 
one would think it was not impoſſible that ſo 
great a Lawgiver as Moſes, ſo learned in all the 
Wiſdom of the Egyptian, might have been 
ble to do Something of this kind himſelf. 
Nevertheleſs, we ſee, this matter was not left 
to him, but God wrote them himſelf with his 
own Finger upon two Tables of Stoneb. But 
this is too plain to be inſiſted on: 

It muſt farther be ſaid, and it has often 
been proved by many Writers, that a Com- 
Wolcat Rule of Life is not cally if at all, diſ- 

Wcoverable by mere Reaſon. And from ſome 
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tra « Ads VII. 22. 5 Exod. XXIV. 12. XXXI. 18. XXXIL 15, 16. 
Dr. Clark, Evid. Nat. and Rev. Religion: p 272 &c. 7th. Edit. 
OS Serm. Expediency of 4 Divine Revelation; and De- 

Biſhoglſ fence of Revrald Religion Ch. V. Dr. Neger. Fight Sermons. Serm. 

d 173M | IL. 
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Paſſages even of our Author himſelf it ſhould 
appear, that Morality is a Science of conſider 
able Difficulty ; how much ſoever he may cor 
tend, on other occaſions, that it is all know 
able by natural Reaſon, Our Moral Ideas art 
not innate, any more than any other; „the 
«Knowledge of good Morals, ſays he *, is no 
«born in every, or any Man; — “ But Mer 
«come at the knowledge of Morality, juſt a 
«they do at the knowledge of other things 
«by being taught.” But who ſhall teach them 
Thoſe, one would think, ſhould be beſt quali e. 
fied to do it, who had made this Branch o 
Knowledge their particular Study. But thei 
Misfortune is, that when this Science was mot 
cultivated, it became moſt intricate and per 
plexed, by the Diſputes and Differences of the 
Philoſophers themſelves. 
When Socrates had diverted their attention 
which had almoſt wholly been confined to the 
Study of Nature, to a Subject which more 
nearly concerned them, there roſe up Sect a 
ter Sect, contradicting and confuting each off: *" 
ther; differing about the very End, the Chief Tru 
Happineſs of Man, and by Conſequence differ © 


8 


See p. 261. Þ 


| [157] 
g about the Means that lead"to'it*, What 
ſethod then ſhall the Diſciple prefer, when 
de Maſters themſelves are all at Variance ? 
nd what Way ſhall the Enquirer take, when 
ch of his Guides give him a different Direc. 
Won > Has not every Principle of Morality, 
Ws our Author, been as much the Subject 
of Debate and Difference, as the Precepts, 
ot Doctrines of Revelation have? Has not 
be Exiſtence of God; the Liberty of Man; 
he Nature of Good and Evil; what is Hap- 
ineſs ; what it is that thinks in us; whether 
e Soul: be immaterial or not, immortal or 
ot; the Nature of Juſtice, moral Honeſty; 

| ſhort every Point of Morality or natural 
kcligion been controverted®.” | 
t ſhould ſeem then that there is ſome Dark 
and Difficulty in this Subject; and if God 
in any Degree remove it, by inſpiring 
1 to deliver the Doctrines of Morality, in 
lain authoritative manner, it ſhould ſeem 
that this is a Deſign, not unworthy of fo 
e and gracious a Being. If the Rule of Life 
Wl ruth, it is not eaſy for every Man, or any 
u, to find out the whole Truth; which con- 
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Nam omnis Ratio vitæ definitione Summi Boni continetur; 
ju qui difſident, de omni Ratione vitz diſſident. Vid. Cie, 


m: Ed. Olive. p. 35. b See p. 285. 
ing ſiſts 


[16] 
ſits not in any particular Circumſtance, Rela-M: 
tion, or Habitude of things, but in all of then pi 
put together. If it be founded in the Natureſ is 
of things, or in the Relations which intelli en 
gent Beings ſtand in to one another; are a 
theſe diſcoverable, and eaſily diſcoverable, e 
ven by Men of the beſt Abilities And if thi 
truth of things be (as it is allowed to be. 
the Same in effect, with the Nature, and Wil 
of God; Canſt thou by ſearching find out 
his Nature and Will? Canft thou find out f 
Almighty unto Perfection 2 

But ſuppoſing that all Morality may | 
known by natural Reaſon, and that a gre: 
Progreſs was made in this Science by the Phil 
loſophers of Greece and Rome; we are ſtill 
remember, that the Scripture- Morals can 
from another kind of Men, in a ſecluded Co 
ner of the Earth. What was there peculiar 
the Soil of Fudea, that the pureſt and moſt g 
nuine Fruits ſhoald flouriſh there? How com 
it to paſs that all Antiquity has delivered do 
to us but one Book, that is free from all Bl 
miſh, or Defect? And yet this Book was co 1t } 
piled by various Authors, at very diſtant fat w 
riods of Time. Still all is Conſiſtent, all is une, 
8 aa octri 
ot lie 


« See p. 91. 5 Job XI. . 
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form, all breathes the ſame Spirit, all con- 
pires to the ſame End: And though running 
ss it were in various Streams, through diffe- 
rent Soils, and Channels, yet it preſerves its 
tive Purity. amidſt all the Pollution that ſur- 
rounds it; and thence diſcovers that the Source 
t proceeds from, is the Fountain of living Na- 
rs. But what Conſiſtency is there in the Pa- 
an Moraliſts, compared with one another? 
That Immorality is there not, conſidered in 
emſelves? Do not ſome or other of them 
ncourage Self- murder, the Practice of expo- 
ing Children, Fornication, Uncleanneſs, and 
ren the Sin not to be named? And do not 
ll of them offend moſt grievouſly againſt the 
ſt Principle and Duty of natural Religion, 
e Unity and Worſhip of the one true God, 
directing Men to comply with the Idolatry 
nd Superſtitions of their Country? Is any 
ing like this to be found in the Bible, tho 
e Hebrew-Scriptures were written while that 
ation in general were yery prone to Ido- 
try d | 
It is certain and evident Matter of Fact, 
hat we cannot take any number, (hardly any 
Ne,) of the Pagan Moraliſts, againſt whoſe 
hoctrines, in ſome parts or other, there will 
ot lie very great Exceptions. But nothing 
of 


E428] 
of this kind appears in the Scripture-Morals ; N dic 
nothing, but what fairly underſtood, is capa. C0 
ble of a juſt Vindication: So that from the per 
very Purity and ſuperiour Excellency of them ¶ gui 
one would imagine, that they were drawn up 
under a Conduct more than Human. It is true 
indeed they are not formed into a regular 
Syſtem, according to 0 Rules of Art practi 
ſed by Men. And in this Senſe what our Au 
thor ſays may be true, «that nothing equa 


«to the Ethics of Tully, or Ariſtotle, was wrote 1 
«for the firſt Sixteen Centuries of ChriſtianiMo!f a 
te ty. But then, the Purity of Moral Doctrine t.. 
does not at all depend upon the Exactneſs ofite 


Method in which it is delivered. The Syſtem 
of theſe two great Men, with all their Ar 
and Order, were as beneficial perhaps to the 
Common People of Greece and Rome, as thi 
Religion of Nature Deliniated is to the Com 
mon People of England. While the Goſpel re 
formed the World; and neglecting the Rule 
of Artificial Method, and the enticing Words « 
Man's Wiſdom *, converted the Hearts and r 
newed the Spirits of Men, turning them fri 
Darkneſs to Light, and from the Power of Sata 
unto God. Then indeed the Pagan Moral 
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is; MWthough it endeavoured to ſerve itſelf of the 
da- coſpel, ſunk into Neglect, eclipſed by the ſu- 
he Mocrior Luſtre of the Chriſtian. Cold and lan- 
em zuid were its Precepts to a Heart inflamed 
upMvich the Love of a dying Redeemer, and an 
ruefW:mpty lifeleſs Form it appeared, void of all 
lar strength and Beauty, to thoſe firſt and moſt 
Gti. aithful Diſciples of the Croſs, before whoſe 
Eyes Feſus Chriſt had been etidontly ſet forth, 
(rucefied among them. Pagan Morality is lit- 
le more than a Shell and' a Carcaſs, for want 
of an inward Principle to animate and inform 
WM". This mere Body may derive its Origin from 
he Earth, as the firſt Man's from the Duff of 
the Ground; but the Inſpiration of the Al- 
nighty is the Breath of Life, by which it be- 
comes a living Soul. 

Theſe Conſiderations may be of ſome 
Veight; but to draw this Matter to a Point, 
je muſt attend to the Sacred Writings them- 
elves, and the Teſtimony they bear to one 
nother. The Sacred Writings were, for the 
noſt part, compiled by Men, who it is grant- 
d were inſpired upon ſome: Occaſions; and 
he moral Parts of them lie mingled and inter- 
nixt with other Matters, which were allowed- 
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ly given by Inſpiration of God. Thus as to Mo. 
ſes and the Prophets for the Old Teſtament, 
they were inſpired in their Prophecies; and 
can we think that this Inſpiration immediate. 
ly forſook them, whenever they begun to de- 
liver or inculcate the Rules of Morality ? They 
wrote theſe Things at the ſame Time, and ir 
the ſame Page. And is it reaſonable to ſup 
poſe they were inſpired this Moment, and left 
to themſelves the Next? And then perhaps in 
ſpired again the Moment after that, in ordeal 
to foretel ſome future Event? Is not prophe 
ſying in the other Senſe of that Word, as it 
ſignifies to declare the Will of God, the ſtand 
ing Law and Rule of Life, as uſeful and 
noble an Office, as predicting things to come 
And why then ſhould not the Holy Spirit be 
thought equally to provide for both Caſes, and 
to prevent any falſe propheſying in eithe 
Senſe > Beſides, any one may ſee that the Pre 
phets themſelves make no Diſtinction in thi 
Matter, but deliver their moral Inſtructions: 
as they do their Predictions, in the Name, and 
by the Authority of God, with a — Thus ſaith 
the Lord, and, Hear the Word of the Lord. The 
as to the other Claſs of Writings in the Ol 
Teſtament, which are chiefly, or only, of Ma 
Moral Nature; they were either compoſed bw. .. 

Me 
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len who are known to have had ſome extra- 
cdinary Intercourſe with Heaven, or at leaſt 
hey were always received by the Jewiſb 
te · hurch, as drawn up under a Divine Influence; 
de- Nad they appear to be quoted under that Cha- 
ey{W:tcr by Chriſt and his Apoſtles, in like man- 
in er as they quote the other Scriptures, 

up- David does not only ſay of himſelf, — The 
lefii N irit of the Lord ſpake by me, and his Word 
in. in my Tongue*; but Chriſt alſo, the Son 
dei David, plainly intimates the ſame Thing, 
hem then doth David in Spirit call him Lord®? 
2s ind having occaſion to quote to the Jews a 
andWilage from the Pſalms, he tells them that it 
d ais written in their Lame. And when, after 
me Ws Reſurrection, he expounded to his Diſciples 
it bþ a!! the Scriptures, the things concerning Him- 
and he tells them in Concluſion, that all things 
the be fulfilled which were written in the Law 
pro Moſes, and in the Prophets, and in the Pſalms 

1 thirerning him a. St. Peter ſays expreſsly that 
tions wi was a Prophet*; and in a Pſalm of Im- 
| ancation, which has often been the Mark of 
r ſaitWofane Reproach, he declares the Holy Ghoſt 
ThenWite by the Mouth of David*. St. Paul has ma- 
e Ole 
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ny Allegations from the Pſalms, too numero 
to be repeated; argues from them in the fam 
manner as he does from the Sctiptures of t 
Prophets, and lays an equal Streſs upon thei 
Authority *. St. Paul in more places than on 
alledges the Book of Proverbs, and St. Jame 
in one place ſeems plainly to aſcribe what 
ſaid there to God himſelf*, Theſe Apoſtle 
likewiſe bear Teſtimony to the Book of 90 
and the laſt recommends it, together with th 
Prophets, who have ſpoken in the name of t 

Lord, for an Example of ſuffering Affliction, a1 
_ of Patience ©. But there is the leſs occaſion t 
be ſolicitous about every particular Book 
the Old Teſtament, ſince St. Paul has co 
firmed the Authority of them all, not only 
the Words of the Text, but alſo where he tel 
us that What ſoever things were written afor 
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4 See the following Paſſages, wiz, Rom. III. 4 10, Kc. iv | 
9,8. VIII. 36. X. 18. XI. 9, 10. XV. 3,9, lt. 1 Cor. III. 20. 
25, 17. 2 Cor. IX. 9. Epheſ. IV. 8. Heb. I. 5, to the End oft 
Chapter. Heb. II. 6, 7, 8, 12, 13. III. 7, 8, 9, &c. IV. 3, 5, 7. V. 
6. VII. 15, 2 t. X. 5, 6, &c. XIII. 6. It ſeeins clear from theſe 
ſages that St. Paui did not conſider the Pſalms of Dxvid as al 
of Songs, that had nothing of prophetic in them, See Five. Letters cone 
ing Inſpiration &c. p. 103. b The A. of the five Zetters ſays tl 
© neither Chriſt nor his Apoſtles ever cite the works of Solongif 
ce or the Book of Job; except that St. James praiſes the Patier 
te of Fobz” &c. p. 105. But ſee Calamy on Inſpiration, P. I 
c os III. 19. yur V. 10, 11. ; 
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me, were written for our learning; that we 
rough Patience and Comfort of the Scriptures 
ght have Hope *. Every one in St. Paul's 
me underſtood by the Screptures a Syſtem of 
Vritings, that claimed to come from God. 
ind would he have countenanced this Claim, 
1 ſuch a Paſſage as this, unleſs he had thought, 
at it was juſtly founded; and that theſe Scrip- 
res, thro Patience and Comfort of which we 
ght have hope, did really come from the God 
f Pattence and Con ſalatiun?' ? 
As to the Inſpiration of St. Paul himſelf, 
one that calls himſelf a Chriſtian, can with 
y Conſiſtency deny it. His Pretenſions to it 
e ſo frequent, and ſo plain, that if he had 
not, he muſt have been a grand Impoſtor. 
WF: declares that the Goſpel he preached was 
t after Man, that he conferred not about it 
ith Fleſh and Blood, or with any of the other 
poſtles, neither received he it of any Man, nei- 
er was taught it, but by the Revelation of Je- 
Chriſt, What could this Goſpel be which 
JW: the Subject of St. Paul's Preaching, but 
Ne Same which is the Subject of his Writings? 
e whole Scheme of Salvation by Jeſus Chriſt, 
privileges and the Conditions of the Goſ- 
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pel-Covenant, the Doctrine of Juſtification 
though not by the Works of the Law, eithe 
Natural or Jewiſh, yet by a Faith that workett 
by Love *, that comprehends all Chriſtian Mo 
rality, and is the Root and Foundation of a 
Chriſtian Obedience. This Goſpel he receive 
by the Revelation of Jeſus Chriſt, and this Goſpe 
he preached with the Holy Ghoſt ſent down fro 
Heaven® : Which things (ſays he, joining him 
ſelf with the other Apoſtles,) we alſo ſpeak, u 
in the words which Man's Wiſdom teacheth, bu 
which the Holy Ghoſt teacheth*. It is very ur 
reaſonable then to ſuppoſe that he did n 
write, as well as preach, this Doctrine, unde 
the ſame Divine Conduct and Direction. 
deed the very Character of his Writings the 
ſelyes allow us not room to doubt of it. Fc 
they abound with Prophecies and Doctrines . 
mere Revelation, and Doctrines that are then. 
ſelves a Sort of Prophecies; as are all Thol 
that relate to the Future State of Chrilo.. 
Church, his ſecond Advent, the Riſe of Ant 
chriſt, and the like. So that here, to borro 
our Author's own Obſervation, “the Even 
«which we ſee in the World eſtabliſh the Cri 
ce dit of the Apoſtle, and prove that he ha 
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ſome Iutercourſe with Heaven; they prove 
that he was actually inſpired*.” But then 
We are reminded in another Place that 
there are ſome things in the Epiſtles which 
are ſpoken without any Commandment from 
the Lord, in which the Apoſtles gave their 
judgment; and here it ſeems we have ns 
{uthority to ſay that they did it by Inſpiration”. 
The Caſe here referred to, though expreſ- 

in this general manner, is only that of St. 
ul in 1 Cor. vir. where ſuppoſing all to be 
Wc which this Writer ſuſpects, it only ſhews, 
bat in a particular Point of preſent Expedien- 
„ about which the Apoſtle had been conſult- 
ch he had received no immediate direct Com- 
and from Heaven. This Exception, in this 
ticular Caſe, is ſo far from hurting his ge- 
ral Claim to Inſpiration, that it ſtrengthens 
: It ſhews the Honeſty of this Apoſtle, and 
s Care not to obtrude any thing upon the 
wrch, under the Stamp of Divine Authority, 
hich really wanted that Impreſſion. But af- 
xr all, the Matter may be wholly miſtaken, 
d the Oppoſition may lie not between St. 
Wu! and Himſelf, as ſometimes writing by In- 
ration, and ſometimes not; but between 
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what St. Pau! determined in tlie then F211 ac 


Diſtreſs, and the Commands delivered by our 
Lord himſelf while he was here on Earth, ob. 
liging all Chriſtians in all Ages of the World, 
And as to this Apoſtle's ſaying in the Conch 
ſion of the Chapter, and I think alſo that 1 
have the Spirit of God, it intimates no Diſtruſt 
that he himſelf had of his Inſpiration ; but i: 
a fine, and at the ſame time a ſevete Rebuke 
to ſome certain Petſons in the Church of 0 
rinth, who ſeem to have been as cautious ir 
this Affair of Inſpiration „as ſome certai 
Teachers now in our's. But to all ſuch Teach 
ers St. Paul ſald then, and to all ſach noꝶ hi 
Words may be applied, Fa Man think hin 
20 be a Prophet, or Spiritual, let him acknon 
ledge that the things that I write unto Jon, ar 
the "Commu debits ff th Large. © GE 

With regard' to the other Apoſtles 5 
wrote any Part of the New Teſtament; \ 
muſt remember that according to our Lord 
moſt true Promiſe, they were filled with tl 
Holy Ghoſt; who guided them into all Trytl 
taught them all things, and brought all things 1 
their Remembrance, whatſoever Chrit had 
unto them d. St. Mark and St. Luke indeed we 
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Not of this Number, but the Reaſon of the 
dur cole extends to them; and there is no Cauſe 
oþ Jo think that in that miraculous Age, when 
rd. mere was ſo plentiful an Effuſion of the Spi- 
it, theſe Men ſhould be left wholly to them- 
elves in compiling thoſe Writings, which are 
of perpetual Uſe and Benefit to the Church. 
Indeed, as both the Jewiſh and.Chriſtian Reli- 
ion are founded upon Facts, it ſeems a Sort 
of Inconſiſtency in the Divine Conduct, that 
the Hiſtorians who record theſe Facts, ſhould 
be left expoſed to all the Miſtakes and Incon- 
reniencies of human Frailty. God himſelf was 
the King of the Jews in a peculiar Manner, 
and the Hiſtory of that Churehi and Nation is 
n Effect the Hiſtory of his Government. And 
therefore it ſeems not at all wonderful, that 
Men raiſed up by his Providence, ſhould 'be 
mided by his Spirit, to record as it were the 
Actions of his own Reign. 

But I have been too tedious: a to en- 
eage in this Point at preſent; let me only ſay 
hat from the Character of the Perſons who 
Wrote theſe Hiſtories, as far as theſe Authors 
an be known; from the Character they have 
always born in the Jewiſh, and in the Chriſ- 
tian Church; and from the Countenance given 


o this Character by our Lord and his Apoſtles; 
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"i 550 ſcem that they are ö A Ola fir W. 
Perior to any humum Writings. Jews ak We 
as Chriſtians have had other Hiftoriads 
wrote with great Faithfulneſc, as well as on 
Moraliſts who wrote with 4 pious In 
Vet we ſee theſe Qualifications did "nat 2 
vance them to the ſame high Rank wf 
Other, nor are their Compoſitions reckanvda 
Part of the ſacred-Volume. It muſt be % 
of Acquaintance with the Scriptures, or Pre 
Judice againſt dyes chat hinders us from 


" FRE + . 
* N 2 d \ lM 
1 e * * * 
3 y * o 
— 
"M | 

3 
* 

4 
= 


1 


8 


Excellence. They may wot be all of th 
Uſefalneſs and Dignity; not are ay 
the Works of God; bat in chis, as in 
reſpects, reſemble the Lights of Heaven; when 
Sidoght wie Pe Re 
Glery, gh: omen _ 


